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Dear NHSSD Community, 

 It is hard to believe that we are reaching 
the halfway point of the school year.  It seems like 
only yesterday we were welcoming our students 
and faculty back to the 2019-2020 school year.  
Every new year brings new excitement, new oppor-
tunities and new experiences and staff.  This year 
we have made several adjustments to our program-
ming to enhance our student’s learning experience 
by expanding our 1 to 1 initiative into the lower 
elementary grades, increasing our project based 
learning initiative, introducing our No Place for Hate 
Initiative, and expanding our School-Wide Positive 
Behavior Intervention and Support Program at the 
Middle School.  These initiatives will help to broad-
en our students’ learning and foster a positive and 
welcoming school culture for all of our students. 

 Our school district continues to be recog-
nized for the hard work of our students, faculty and 
staff, through US News and World Reports ratings 
which have identified our high school as the best in 
Bucks County and it is ranked eighth in the State of 
Pennsylvania.  Our school district has also received 
acclaim through the NAMM Organization for being 
one of the Best Communities for Music Education in 
the country.  We were also recently notified that our 
high school ranks as one of the best STEM high 
schools in the country by Newsweek.  Our school 
district has a great deal to be proud of and we are 
very fortunate to have a very supportive school 
community to support our learning activities and 
initiatives and to assist us in realizing the potential 
of all of our students.   

 This year affords us an opportunity to 
reflect on our accomplishments as a school district 
and determine the direction we would like the 
school district to go over the next three years 
through our comprehensive planning process.  
Through the comprehensive planning process we 
can review our current practices in all aspects of the 
school district, determine what is currently being 
done in these areas and make recommendations for 
improvement or new initiatives we would like to 
explore.  Given the rate at which the world is chang-
ing and becoming more global, it is increasingly 
important for us to think strategically about how we 
are supporting our students to ensure they are fu-
ture ready and prepared for the increasingly chang-
ing world they will be confronting when they leave 
New Hope-Solebury School District.  We have enlist-
ed the support of faculty, staff, students, parents, 
community members, and school board members in 
the development of our comprehensive plan.  We 
are looking forward to the development of a plan 
which will help to continue the outstanding educa-
tional programs in our school district and chart our 
future.   

 Our school district also working to ensure 
that our schools and facilities provide the necessary 
resources for our students.  Our district revitaliza-
tion project has recently been completed and last 
year we completed a district wide audit of our 
school facilities.  As a result of this audit, we were 
able to identify many projects which need to be 
completed over the next five years which will cost 
the school district nearly $10,000,000.  The School 
Board has been making provisions to fund these 
projects and the school district has been working to 
develop a facilities management plan to organize 
and plan for the completion of these projects.  In 
addition, we have been improving our athletic facili-
ties and are in the process of reconstructing our 
tennis courts.  In addition, the school district has 
established a stadium field subcommittee to explore 
potential ways in which we can address the needs of 
our stadium field.   

 As you can see this has already been a 
very busy and exciting year for our school district 
and we are looking forward to continuing to work 
collaboratively as a school district community to 
ensure that we are providing the best possible edu-
cation for all of the students of the New Hope-
Solebury School District. Thank you for your ongo-
ing and continued support of our school district and 
our students. We hope you and your family have a 
wonderful and restful holiday season. 

 
Sincerely, 
Charles W. Lentz, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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New Hope-Solebury Lower Elementary School 

3020 N.  Sugan Road, Solebury, PA  18963  -  (215) 297-5438 

Lower Elementary School—Mrs. Jennifer Bloom, Principal 
It is hard to believe we are already approaching the winter months and that the first 
marking period is quickly drawing to a close.  Our first few months of school have 
proven to be exciting ones as we welcomed multiple authors to our building and 
District, spent time reviewing our Core Values as part of our School-Wide Positive 
Behavioral Interventions and Supports Team, launched our No Place for Hate District-
Wide initiative and embraced our newest technology in grades K-2.  

 
Over the first few months of school our 
Literacy Committee organized   and wel-
comed three authors to the LES.  We 
kicked it off at the end of September when 
author Matt de le Pena visited all four 
schools in our District on the 27th. He is 
the author of Carmela Full of Wishes (and 
many other great stories!) that our 
#LittlestLions love. On October 4th, Jenni 

and Matthew Holm, authors of the Babymouse series, joined us and spoke about how 
they come up with ideas for each of their new books. Our students loved meeting 
these popular authors, as they brought their beloved characters to life.  On October 
15th, we hosted author Sandra Markle via Skype. She writes a non-fiction "What If" 
series that is popular with our students and we loved redefining the way we can 
connect with authors across the globe by having Ms. Markle join us virtually.  We truly 
appreciate all our Literacy Committee has done to bring these authors to our students 
as we focus on a love of reading with our #LittlestLions.   
 
Our #LittlestLions have spent a lot of 
time reviewing our three Core Values of 
respect, responsibility, and safety 
through our SWPBIS (School-Wide Posi-
tive Behavioral Interventions and Sup-
ports) program for the 19-20 School Year. 
Part of being a SWPBIS school is working 
to directly and explicitly teach what it 
looks like to be safe, respectful, and re-
sponsible in all areas of our school: the 
classroom, hallway, bathrooms, play-
ground, cafeteria, busses, etc.  As in the 
past, when your child is "caught" demon-
strating one of our three values, they are 
awarded a Paw Point. Those Paw Points go up on our Paw Wall, where students are 
randomly chosen to win a Mystery Motivator Prize. We have awarded many Paw 
Points so far this year and are excited to keep catching our students engaging in posi-
tive behavior.   
 
We also know it takes time for some students to adjust to a new school setting.   As we 
continue to review behavior expectations throughout our building, please know we 
are here to support you, if needed.  Our school counselor, Mrs. Lang, is a wonderful 
resource to address a multitude of areas from coping skills and anxiety to social skills 
and parental resources.  Please feel free to reach out to us if we can help in any way. 
 

 Our Lower Elementary is officially a No Place 
for Hate school. Our students have been intro-
duced to the No Place for Hate Promise as part 
of our SWPBIS program. Each morning this 
Promise, which includes treating others with 
kindness and reporting any bullying to an 
adult, is read aloud on our announcements. 
Students also have a copy hanging in their 
rooms, which they have signed, agreeing to 
continue to foster tolerance and acceptance 
among our peers. Mrs. Lang will be going into 
each classroom to conduct lessons surround-

ing our SWPBIS/No Place for Hate values in the coming weeks. 
 
We are thrilled to announce that our 2nd grade is officially 1-1 with Chromebooks this 
school year.  This will allow these students to gain familiarity with the device that they 
will use once they begin at the UES.  Our 2nd grade teachers are working with our 
students to use Google Classroom, Prodigy, Blueprint Math and more, to increase each 
2nd grade students’ capacity for working efficiently on a Chromebook.   

 
Moving to Chromebooks in 2nd grade 
means that our 1st grade classes are now 1
-1 with the ChromeTab10 devices that the 
LES adopted last year.  Our Kindergarten 
classes are now 2-1 with these same devic-
es.  All students K-2 are working on inte-
grating technology into the classroom to 
make learning tasks more efficient, effec-
tive, and engaging, when appropriate.  We 
thank the Technology Team for their 
support through this transition.  
 
Finally, our LES students are excited to use 
our new Natural Playground, which 
opened for our youngest lions this Fall.  Mrs. Jennifer Brown, Kindergarten Teacher at 
the LES, applied for and was awarded a grant to build a space for our students where 
they could interact with nature and explore their imagination outside at the LES. With 
the help from several community members, we were able to create a space where 
students can dig, build, create, and explore with their friends in ways they could not 
before.  Ask your child about playing on the Natural Playground at our building!  Giant 
Connect Four, matchbox cars, an outdoor kitchen, and a theater area are all favorites 
for our #LittlestLions! 

Kindergarten Updates 
We have been very busy in Kindergarten during the first marking period!  We are 
reading, writing and adding numbers!  We also took our first Field Trip to Solebury 
Orchard where we launched our big question,“ How Do Plants Grow?”  What could be 
better than beginning our Project Based Leaning research in our very own backyard 

at  Solebury Orchard! 
Kindergarten is Project Based Learning READY! 
 

First Grade Updates 
We have been busy learning and having a lot of fun in first grade! We ended the month 
of October with an amazing Halloween parade and classroom party celebrations! The 
first grade students continue to use their reading strategies and comprehension skills 
during reading instruction. We have focused on addition and subtraction number 
story strategies in math. Our students had the opportunity to explore solids, liquids, 
and gases in science. Our first graders are doing a great job and we are so proud of 
them!  

Second Grade Updates 
Second Grade is looking forward to conferencing with parents to discuss the academ-
ic, social and emotional growth that our students have been demonstrating so far this 
year.  As we finish up our social studies unit, Me on the Map, we are excited to hear 
how our friends celebrate their various winter holiday traditions as captured on their 
three dimensional I-Phones.  Second Grade has also been delving into our first science 
unit, learning about the sun, moon and stars. In math, we are learning different sub-
traction strategies along with the utilization of fact triangles. Parents are doing an 

amazing job supporting our 
curriculum through Clever at 
home. Second Grade is excited to 
end the month with our annual 
cross curricular Thanksgiving 
activities. We cannot wait to see 
what the second marking period 
brings! 
 
Please stay tuned for our Novem-
ber issue of our Littlest Lion Ga-
zette, where updates from special-
ists will also be included.  We wish 
everyone a very Happy Thanksgiv-
ing and a healthy holiday season! 
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New Hope-Solebury Upper Elementary School 

186 West Bridge Street, New Hope, PA  18938  -   (215) 862-8026 

Upper Elementary School—Dr. Michael McKenna, Principal 

 At the Upper Elementary School, we continue to move forward with a variety 
of initiatives while staying true to our mission in providing “High-Quality Instruction in 
Every Classroom Every Day for Every Child.” We are now into the 2nd Marking Period 
for the 2019-2020 school year and have just finished up Parent/Teacher Conferences 
and Thanksgiving Break.  

 The UES represented at the recent Harlem Wizards game with the following 
staff playing in front of a sold out crowd:  Dr. McKenna, Mr. O'Leary, Mr. Mannion, Mr. 
DiTulio, Mrs. Nitterour, Ms. Burns, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Larson, Dr. Rose.  Also, thanks to 
Mrs. Kilroy and Mrs. Burns for helping out with the ticket and concession sales. 

 In Language Arts, all grade levels are working through their first novel study 
for the school year.  Through these novels, students are learning how to “Notice and 
Note” and are able to utilize various “signposts” to deepen their understanding of text.  During the novel studies, all grade levels also 
focused on responding to reading using text-based evidence.  After the first novel, we will move back into our Literacy by Design 

program with an emphasis on more non-fiction reading strategies during both whole group 
and small group reading instruction.   

 In the area of mathematics, all grade levels have completed two units of study and 
are currently in Unit 3.  This year, we are utilizing online resources to supplement student 
learning during the math block.  In 3rd grade, we are using Reflex Math with all students and 
are also utilizing Imagine Math across all grades at the UES.  In addition, all grade levels are 
incorporating problem solving as well as additional reteaching and guided practice for skill 
maintenance and retention. 

 The UES continues its focus on the “4 C’s” - Collaboration, Critical Thinking, Commu-
nication, and Creativity.  The new Innovation special has provided students with opportuni-
ties to utilize computational thinking strategies through numerous coding lessons.  Addition-

ally, students have participated in STEM activities that are integrated with their Science curriculum.  The 
UES Makerspace has become part of the culture at the UES as students have been using this space during 
library specialist and recess time.   Students have been making crafts using playmais, creating on the new 
LEGO wall, building with ? blocks, and using the Spheros and Ozobots. 

 We just completed our 2nd Mystery Motivator of the school year as part of our “Principal’s 200 
Club.” Students have been enjoying our monthly school spirit assemblies where we recognize pride ticket 
winners as well as students who have demonstrated the monthly theme.  Monthly themes this year have 
included friendship, responsibility, and kindness.. We encourage students to continue making good choices 
across all settings and to always Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe.  

 Extracurricular activities at the UES are up and running.  Our Girls on the Run program just fin-
ished its Fall program with the girls running a 5K on Saturday, November 16th.  Furthermore, we are in the 
midst of our first ever Chess Club and it has over 20 students!  Other programs include Intramural Sports 
for 4th and 5th graders, Science Explorers, and Young Rembrandts.  As usual, our music programs at the 
UES are full of talented students with over almost 100 students in our Naturals program, over 80 students 
in Orchestra, and       

 I would like to thank our parents, the HSA, and Ed Fund for their collaboration 
and efforts in supporting our programming and initiatives at the UES.  Look at how many 
volunteers participated in our annual Trunk or Treat!   

 All of us here at the UES are looking forward to an amazing 2nd Marking Period 
as we continue to build a culture of collaboration, innovation, and inspiration for our stu-
dents. 
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New Hope-Solebury Middle School 

184 West Bridge Street 

New Hope, PA  18938 

(215) 862-0608 

Middle School— Mr. Brian Loving, Principal    

Happy fall to our middle school families! Hopefully our families have settled into school routines and are looking forward to the 
year as much as we are! In the Middle School, we have been busy wrapping up the first marking period and planning for new 
and exciting upcoming learning activities! This month, we have Parent-Teacher Conferences, our Annual Turkey Bowl, Ameri-
can Education Week, and the Annual Food Drive. Our school is abuzz with projects where students are engaged in the learning 
process and developing deeper understandings of content and skills. We are continuing our work with district initiatives such 
as Project Based Learning and ALICE Safety Protocols. We will continue to be communicating information about upcoming 
drills as we continue to strengthen our commitment to school safety preparedness. We are also excited to be in the first year of 
several new initiatives. School Wide Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (SWPBIS) as well as No Place For Hate have 
been implemented and we are off to a great start. Our SWPBIS theme is PRIDE, which stands for Prepared, Respectful, Involved, 
and Determined Everyday.  

Our One Book-One School Initiative is in full swing. Students and staff are reading, Flying Lessons, a collec-
tion of short stories written by various outstanding young adult authors with themes of diversity, over-

coming adversity and inclusiveness supporting both our No Place 
for Hate and SWPBIS programs. We were very fortunate to have 
the author of one of the short stories, Matt de la Pena visit the dis-
trict. Matt’s unique story offers a lens into another culture while 
teaching readers about overcoming adversity. This was an incredi-
bly valuable and memorable experience for our entire middle 
school!  

One of the most exciting aspects of middle school is the bounty of 
activities for students to get involved in! Clubs such as Spirit, TAG, 
Student Council, Odyssey of the Mind, Art, VEX Robotics, Outdoor, 

and Math Club are in full swing.  We are looking to bring back the Spelling Bee as well as Homework Club and welcomed a new 
sixth grade running club. Fall athletics have wrapped up and we anxiously await basketball season! Our Music Department has 
been hard at work with extra sessions. We recently held a spirited Red Ribbon Week and our annual Halloween Assembly. We 
also celebrated our “students of the marking period.” This month’s asset is “Prepared” in conjunction with our PRIDE theme. 
These students and their families were recognized at a special breakfast ceremony! 

During this beautiful fall season that marks our transition to the cold winter months ahead, I am so very thankful for our dis-
trict, our staff and families and for our wonderful New Hope-Solebury students! Everyday, they show up with enthusiasm and 
PRIDE in their school! They embrace new initiatives with excitement, join new clubs and take advantage of the many opportu-
nities available to them. Our staff has done a fantastic job implementing these new initiatives and I am thankful for their collab-
orative efforts in creating a culture of PRIDE! Prepared, Respectful, Involved and Determined EveryDay! I wish all of our stu-
dents and families a bountiful fall and Thanksgiving season. 
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High School—Mr. Stephen Seier, Principal    

 Where has the fall gone? Here we are in the middle of November, one full marking period through 
the 2018-2019 school year, fall athletics over and winter sports underway, parent-teacher conferences are 
currently being scheduled, and the holiday plays and concerts are just around the corner. I want to thank all 
of the parents and guardians that made it to Back to School Night in September. I believe it was the largest 
turnout I’ve seen as principal. I also want to acknowledge the Parent-Teacher Forum for their unwavering 
dedication to our student body and their commitment to support the initiatives and programs of New Hope-
Solebury High School. The parents that comprise this group spend countless hours working with our extra-
curricular and athletics groups, planning fundraisers, and looking for ways to make students’ experiences a 
more enriching.  

 September saw us open school to 489 students, down from many of the previous years. As a result, 
some familiar teachers that you may be accustomed to see at the high school have found new homes in the 
other district school buildings.  Seniors were already stressing over college applications and enjoying their 
status as the upperclassmen and “Lion Leaders.” Meanwhile, the newest members of the student body, fresh-
man, quickly oriented themselves with the help of our Peer Leaders which led various small-group sessions 
discussing their transition to the high school, academic expectations, involvement in extra-curriculars, and 
risky behaviors. Thanks to the Education Fund and the work of high school librarian, Mary Schwander, the 
students of all the buildings were treated to a presentation by best-selling and award-winning author, Matt 
del la Pena. Matt’s message of diversity in youth literature was inspirational and well received by the student 
body. In October, sophomores and some juniors participated in the annual PSAT testing which gave them an 
opportunity to experience what the SAT would look like and compete for potential scholarships. After a rig-
orous application process, National Honor Society inducted thirty-eight new members in a time-honored 
tradition emphasizing scholarship, leadership, service and character.  

 In the area of academics, the school year brought several new course offerings for the students. 
Ninth grade students were enrolled in a College & Career Planning course, which guides them in identifying 
personal interests, potential career paths, various employment trends and financial considerations as they 
prepare for life after high school. We’ve also added two new Advanced Placement courses in A.P. Economics 
and A.P. French. The English Department expanded their offerings as they now offer a semester elective 
courses on Shakespeare in Performance and one for Academic & Professional Business Writing. Along with 
the other buildings, the high staff in all departments continue to incorporate more Project Based Learning 
opportunities within their curriculum, building upon the professional development and implementation be-
gun last school year.  

 As always, we welcome your partnership in high school activities and in support of the student 
body. For the latest information or news, please visit the high school website at http://www.nhsd.org/
Domain/8 or follow us on one of the active twitter accounts.  
 

Official High School Twitter: @NHS_Lions 

High School Guidance:  @LionsGuide 

High School Athletics:  @LionsNHS 

http://www.nhsd.org/Domain/8
http://www.nhsd.org/Domain/8
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Education Office-Dr. Charles Malone, Director of Elementary and Secondary Education 

The Education Office is responsible for Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment 
and Professional Development for the students, staff and community of New 

Hope-Solebury School District.  The Director of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education works with Curriculum 
Liaisons (aka Department Heads), Supervisor of Tech-
nology and Innovation and Student Services Depart-
ments as well as the various Board Committees and 
community members who are vested in the success of 
our NHSSD students. 

 

(Elementary Teachers collaborate during SWPBS train-
ing Nov.2019) 

The Professional Development  focus for the 2019-2020 school year is a 
two pronged approach:  k-12 professional collaboration centered on Best 
Practices in teaching and learning and differentiated professional develop-
ment focused on individual needs of teachers to best instruct our students.  
Our main focus this year is the implementation of authentic learning experi-
ences for our students via Project Based Learning and Personalized Learning 
approaches. Although not a monumental shift in teaching and learning, a 
concerted effort k-12 around expectations, language and consistency.  In 
August, we built on our Gold Standard PBL training from last year by bring-
ing in renowned author and educator, A.J. Juliani.  
His message of “Empower” students and under-
standing the “Why” of curriculum and instruction 
set the tone for our efforts this school year.  We will 
continue our partnership though embedded profes-
sional training as well as access to online tools for us 
to access and better our efforts to make learning 
meaningful for our students.  Below are highlights of 
our work for 2019-2020: 

• Partnership with A.J. Juliani 

 K-12 interdisciplinary work centered on Pro-
ject Based Learning and Innovation. 

• Year three of fine tuning our Student Services support network, MTSS - 
Multi Tiered System of Support and work on our SWPBS - School Wide 
Positive Behavior Support initiatives.  These two endeavors are at the 
heart of Teaching/Learning and Culture/Climate in our schools! 

 Data and assessment development and analysis to improve learning 

 Interventions and supports for all students 

 Positive Behavior Support to help shape behaviors 

• Curriculum Review Cycle 2020 - an in-depth look at our current course 
offerings identifying and remedying gaps and overlaps where they 
exist. 

 2019-2020 - Investigate and research math curricula for potential 
adoption 

 Refine written maps and/or write new course to add to our growing 
catalog. 

• Best Practices Showcase - February session will be geared towards 
collegiality and professional learning community within our district 
and beyond. 

(Administrative Team trains as well!  Non-
violent Crisis Intervention) 

Highlights from Curriculum Review: 

The Curriculum Review Cycle is in its 4th year and 
will review and refine existing map work.  This is an 
especially important year for our Math Review Team 
as we investigate a potential new Math Series in our 
elementary schools...much to do here!  All content 
areas are looking to best align our curriculum to PA 
Core Standards and ensure that we are positioning 
our students for future success. 

 

(Curriculum Review Cycle Grid - Green Blocks = focus content areas) 

Technology Integration, spearheaded by our K-12 Supervisor of Education-
al Technology and Innovation, Dr. Amanda Benolken, remains to be a signifi-
cant focus with our ongoing efforts to create authentic opportunities for 
students to create, problem solve, and innovate. 

For the 2019-2020 school year, we continue to support our one-to-one de-
vice initiative districtwide which has now expanded to grades 1-12 along 
with kindergarten being 2:1 with the capability of being 1:1 with the addi-
tion of a shared device cart. With equitable access to technology, we continu-
ally look for ways to authentically engage students and enhance our instruc-
tional practices with the use of these tools to redefine our lessons. 

New this school year, both the Lower and Upper Elementary are implement-
ing a K-5 computational thinking curriculum, CS Fundamentals, both inte-
grated across the content areas and through our specials areas. Our newly 
designed Innovation special provides our students at the Upper Elementary 
with STEM opportunities and computer science lessons. 

 

Important Upcoming Events/Dates: 

American Education Week - November 18-22, 2019 

11/25-11/26 - Parent Conferences - ½ day for students 

11/28-29 - Thanksgiving Holiday - no school 

12/23-1/1/20- Winter Break 

1/24/20 - End of MP2 and ½ day for students 



Special Education—Mrs. Alyssa Marton, Director of Student Services  

Food Services—Ms. Kim Keller, Director of Food Service 
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 We have an exciting 2019-2020 school year planned in the office of Student Services!  

Each of our schools has signed on to become a No Place for Hate school.  The planning committees 
have been formed and are meeting to create and discuss meaningful activities to present to our stu-
dents that teach tolerance, acceptance and appreciation of diversity.  All of our schools have had 
their first NO Place for Hate approved school wide assembly.  Our staff and students are truly em-
bracing the pledges they have made. 

In gifted education, we just administered our gifted screening assessment to all second-grade stu-
dents to assess one of the multiple factors that are used to determine mental giftedness.  We are 
looking forward to working with our second-grade team and analyzing the student performance.   

We are currently working on our Special Education Plan.  Our planning team has met and captured 
our areas or strength and opportunities.  Our draft plan will be shared with the community in late winter.  We are very proud of the 
work we have done over the last three years in updating our practices, providing truly 
individualized instruction and collaborating to make times of transition seamless for 
our students and families.  

As the first marking period comes to a close, we continue to celebrate student progress 
on a daily basis.  It is a pleasure to share with parents/guardians the outstanding aca-
demic, social, and emotional growth of the students we serve.   

In the office of Student Services, we pride ourselves on communication!  Please know 

we are always a phone call or email away.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out at any time. 

The Food Service Department is looking forward to providing a variety of healthy and nutritious meals for 
our students for the upcoming school year! 
 
We would like to remind everyone that we are also serving breakfast at each of our schools with many deli-
cious breakfast selections available.  New Hope-Solebury School District began its breakfast program last 
October.  Our program has been successful and continues to grow.  Research 
shows that student behavior, mental health, academic success, physical health, 
attendance and punctuality are improved when students start their day with a 

nutritious breakfast.  At the secondary level, breakfast is served daily in the MS/HS Cafeteria in addi-
tion to the Hope & Sole Cafe .  Breakfast is also served daily at the elementary level in each cafeteria.  
We want to provide a cost-effective breakfast option for our students.  A breakfast meal includes an 
entre e which consists of whole grains, fruit and milk at a cost of $1.85 secondary and $1.65 elemen-
tary level.  Please also remember, if your family is approved for free or reduced lunch, that also makes 
you eligible for free or reduced breakfast. 
 
We will continue to add additional exciting items to our menu while meeting all federal meal standards under the Healthy Hunger
-Free Kids Act, which includes increased whole grains, decreased sodium as well as emphasis on fruit and vegetable consumption.   
 



Business/Operations—Mr. David Francella, Chief Operations Officer  
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This year has been quite busy for our Operations Department.  In the fall we completed our District Revitalization Plan 
through the reconstruction of Field 9 and the finalization of the work on the Rainwater Basin.  We were pleased to be 
able to bring this project to a successful conclusion.  There were also several other major projects completed over the 

summer and fall which helped to enhance our schools and learning environments for our students.  New boilers were installed in the 
high school, carpeting was installed in the high school and middle school, our high school guidance suite was renovated, lighting was 
improved in our middle school library, and signage was installed on our main campus.  We are also in the process of renovating our 
tennis courts which became unusable in the spring due to cracks in the surface of the court.  The tennis courts are currently nearing 
completion but will not be finalized until the spring due to the temperatures required for the final playing surface to be completed. 

 The school district has also established a stadium athletic field subcommittee of our facilities committee to examine the cur-
rent status of our stadium field and track and make recommendations to the Facilities Advisory Committee and the Board about how to 
address the conditions of these facilities.  The school district is also currently developing a facilities management plan to address dis-
trict facilities and infrastructure in response to two facilities assessments which were completed in the 2018-2019 school year.  These 
assessments recommended over 10 million dollars of projects and renovations needed by the school district over the next five years.   

 Our school district has also been working hard to be fiscally prudent in our spending maintaining minimal increases in our 
spending over the past several years.  The School Board recently refinanced two bond series to take advantage of lower interest rates 
and the Board issued a series of new bonds in the amount of 3 million dollars. The new $3M bond issue will have a minimal impact on 
our budgeted expenses, since it will increase by approximately $50K. 

   We recently completed our annual school district audit which indicated our school district is fiscally prudent and also indicat-
ed the district was able to save over 3 million dollars for the taxpayers last year by underspending our budget.  These savings will be 
used to help offset the costs of many of the capital projects which need to be completed by the school district.  

Athletics—Mr. Kris Foulke, Assistant Athletic Director/Trainer  
The fall season for the New Hope-Solebury athletic programs has come to a close.  Overall 
our teams had successful seasons, with a couple teams putting in historic performances. 

Boys Soccer: The boys soccer team finished the regular season with 13 wins and 5 losses 
and won the B.A.L. Championship for the first time since 2015.  They lost in the District 
1/12 regional final but clinched a spot in the PIAA tournament.  Once in the state tourna-
ment they made a run all the way to the state championship game for the fourth time in 
school history.  While they lost a close game 2-1, their accomplishments will be remem-
bered and celebrated.  

Field Hockey: The field hockey team finished the 
regular season with a perfect 18 and 0 record, 
winning the B.A.L. Championship.  Not only did 
the team go undefeated, they did not allow a goal 

all season.  They captured their third consecutive District 1 Championship and made it to the 
PIAA quarter-finals.  They did not allow a goal until their loss in the quarter finals, and their 
22-game shutout streak is the second longest in PIAA history. 

Football: The football team rebounded from a tough early season schedule and a number of 
injuries to win a 4th consecutive B.A.L. Championship.  They finished the season with a record 
of 5 wins and 5 losses.   

Girls Volleyball: The girls volleyball team finished the regular season with a 16 and 4 record and won their 4th consecutive B.A.L. 
Championship.  They advanced to the District 1 championship game for the 4th consecutive season but fell just short of the title in a 
tightly contested 3-2 loss. 

Girls Soccer: The girls soccer team finished the season with 9 wins, 8 losses, and 1 tie.  They finished as the runner-up in the District 1 
Tournament. 

Golf: The golf team completed a successful season and won the District 1 Championship.  They advanced to the state tournament but 
were defeated in the Regional finals.  Junior Evan Menz also qualified for the state tournament and competed in the regional finals. 

Girls Tennis:  The girls tennis team has also completed their season.  They had many competitive matches but fell just short of qualify-
ing for the District Tournament. 

Cross-Country: The cross-country team finished 4th at the B.A.L. Championships, with many runners turning in personal best times.  
They ran well in the District 1 Championships, where Juniors Owen Nettles and Bryce Rooney qualified for the State Championship 
Meet. 


